The discharge letter and data collection--a method for avoiding duplication.
It frequently happens that following a patient consultation similar data are recorded in a number of ways in a number of places. This paper describes a method which has been used in one busy clinic to capture this data only once, effecting a saving in consultant's time, avoiding delay in data capture and ensuring consistency of databases. The implementation, using a mixture of custom programs and commercial database software, is discussed. Examples of the sort of data input and user interfaces and some future directions for extension are given. Limitations of commercial packages encountered are mentioned.